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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: Amendment after non- 
final rejection filed on 1 0/1 8/2007. 

• Claims 1-3, 5-6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 have been cancelled by the applicant. 

• Claim 18 has been added. 

• Claims 4, 7, 9, 11, 13, and 1 5-1 8 are now pending in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/18/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to applicant's arguments on page 9, regarding Sakamoto fails to 
teach the limitation "so as to scrap all received print data stored in the printer". Applicant 
argues that the above limitation "is different from the step of delete print data S205 of 
Fig. 2 or $210 of Fig. 13 disclosed in Sakamoto. The deleting steps S205 or S210 
delete only the print data up to the job end command rather than "all received print data 
stored in the printer" ": 

In reply, examiner asserts that Sakamoto discloses deleting (scrap) all received 
print data stored in the printer for the print job, for which job cancellation notification has 
been submitted. Sakamoto mentions deleting the print data up to the print job end mark 
only because if there is also a job data sent by other users stored in the printer, then 
that data shouldn't be deleted instead the printer should only delete the received print 
data for the job for which cancellation request has been submitted. 
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To provide even further clarification, it is apparent from the Sakamoto's 
disclosure that in a occasion when only one print job data has been sent to the printer 
by one user than upon the cancellation request all the received print data for that print 
job data stored in the printer, which includes all the received print data stored in the 
printer, will be scraped (deleted) (see figures 2-3, 6 with corresponding text; in particular 
see column 1, lines 14-46). 

Furthermore, in response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show 
certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., scrap all received print data not just up to the job end command) 
are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of 
the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Hence, Sakamoto's disclosure still reads on the limitations of claims 4 & 7 as 
presented and argued. 

Rest of the applicant's arguments, see pages 10-11, with respect to 103 
rejections have been disregarded since Sakamoto successfully discloses all the 
elements of independent claims as presented and argued. 

Arguments made in regards to the elements of the newly added claim 18 have 
been addressed by the examiner in the discussion of the claim 18 given below. 
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Examiner Notes 

Examiner cites particular paragraphs, columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to 
the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply 
as well. It is respectfully requested that, in preparing responses, the applicant fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the examiner 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 4, 7, 15, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) or (e) as being 
anticipated by Sakamoto et al., US 7,158,243. 
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Re claim 4, Sakamoto discloses a printer (see element 102, figure 1) which receives 
print data from a host and prints an image corresponding to said print data (see column 
2, line 63 - column 3, line 15), comprising: a printing cancellation unit (see figure 1) 
which, during printing an image corresponding to received print data, in response to a 
printing cancellation reguest operation on an operating panel of the printer, halts said 
printing, and transmits a data cancellation reguest to the host to have the host halt a 
transmission of print data and transmit an initialization reguest to the printer (see figures 
2-3, 6; column 2, line 63-column 6, line 35) : and an initialization unit (see figure 1 ) which 
initializes an interior of the printer in response to said initialization reguest so as to scrap 
all received print data stored in the printer ( see figures 2-3, 6, 13-14; column 2, line 63- 
column 6, line 35, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64; column 1, lines 14-56; 
note that Sakamoto discloses deleting (scrap) all received print data stored in the printer 
for the print job, for which job cancellation notification has been submitted. Sakamoto 
mentions deleting the print data up to the print job end mark only because if there is 
also a job data sent by other users stored in the printer, then that data shouldn't be 
deleted instead the printer should only delete the received print data for the job for 
which cancellation request has been submitted. To provide even further clarification, it is 
apparent from the Sakamoto's disclosure that in a occasion when only one print job data 
has been sent to the printer by one user than upon the cancellation request all the 
received print data for that print job data stored in the printer, which includes all the 
received print data stored in the printer, will be scraped (deleted) (see figures 2-3, 6 with 
corresponding text; in particular see column 1, lines 14-46). 
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Re claim 7, Sakamoto discloses a printer (see element 102, figure 1) which 
receives print data from a host and prints an image corresponding to said print data 
(see column 2, line 63 - column 3, line 15), comprising: a printing cancellation unit (see 
figure 1; column 3, lines 16-18) which, during the printing of an image corresponding to 
received print data, in response to a printing cancellation request operation on an 
operating panel of the printer, halts said printing (see column 2, line 63 - column 3, line 
44), performs discarding processing of received print data up to a code which indicates 
a predetermined end-point (i.e. end mark) (see column 3, line 34 - column 4, line 3, and 
column 5, lines 1-40), and transmits a data cancellation request to the host to have the 
host halt a transmission of print data (see figure 3, and column 5, lines 1-40); and an 
internal reset processing unit (see figure 1) which, in response to a reset command 
transmitted from the host in response to said data cancellation request, performs an 
internal reset processing to scrap (i.e. delete) all received print data stored in the printer 
and transmits to the host a status response indicating that cancellation is underway (see 
figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, lines 15-45, column 4, lines 35-63, column 5, lines 1- 
46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64, see explanation given for claim 4 
above). 

Re claim 15, claim 15 recites identical features, as claim 4, except claim 15 is a 
method claim. Thus, arguments made for claim 4 are applicable for claim 15. 

Re claim 16, claim 16 recites identical features, as claim 7, except claim 16 is a 
method claim. Thus, arguments made for claim 7 are applicable for claim 16. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such. that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over 
Sakamoto et al., US 7,158,243 in view of Mogi Tsutomu, JP 2000-289297. 

Re claim 9, Sakamoto further discloses the transmission of data cancellation request 
to the host by said printing cancellation means (see figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, 
lines 15-45, column 4, lines 35-63, column 5, lines 1-46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 
10, lines 1-64). 

Sakamoto fails to explicitly disclose self-resetting means which perform self-resetting 
processing including processing to scrap received print data inside the printer, when 
data are not received from the host for a predetermined length of time following the 
transmission of data cancellation request to the host by said printing cancellation 
means. 

However, Mogi Tsutomu discloses self-resetting means (i.e. reset switch 26, see 
abstract) which perform self-resetting processing including processing to scrap received 
print data inside the printer (see abstract), when data are not received from the host for 
a predetermined length of time (see abstract, note that system of Tsutomu will reset the 
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printer if the predetermined or expected data (e.g. data with associated with last job) is 
not found by the searching mode within a particular length of time (inherent)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention to modify the printing system as disclosed by Sakamoto to include the 
printing system taught by Tsutomu for the benefit of preventing wasteful printing as 
taught by Tsutomu in abstract. 

5. Claims 11, 13, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being 
unpatentable over Sakamoto et al., US 7,158,243 in view of Mogi Tsutomu, 
JP 2000-289297 further in view of Shima, US 2002/0001 104. 

Re claim 11, Sakamoto discloses a printer (see element 102, figure 1) which 
receives print data from a host and prints an image corresponding to said print data 
(see column 2, line 63 - column 3, line 15), comprising: a printing unit (see figure 1) 
which executes a print job after receiving, from the host (see column 2, line 59-column 
3, line 15), and print data and having a job end command attached to the end thereof 
(see column 3, line 16-column 5, line 40); a printing cancellation unit which, during 
printing corresponding to received print job, in response to a printing cancellation 
request operation on an operating panel of the printer, halts said printing and transmits 
a data cancellation request to said host to cause said host to halt transmission of the 
print data for said print job, to attach said job end command to the print job data 
corresponding to said print job, and to transmit said job end command to said printer 
(see figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, lines 15-45, column 4, lines 35-63, column 5, 
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lines 1-46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64); a discarding processing unit 
which perform discarding processing of received print data inside said printer up to said 
job end command (see figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, lines 15-45, column 4, lines 
35-63, column 5, lines 1-46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64); Sakamoto 
further discloses the transmission of data cancellation request to the host by said 
printing cancellation means (see figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, lines 15-45, column 
4, lines 35-63, column 5, lines 1-46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64). 

Sakamoto fails to explicitly further disclose print job data including job identification 
information, and a self-resetting unit which performs self-resetting processing including 
processing to scrap all received print data inside the printer, when data are not received 
from the host for a predetermined length of time following the transmission of said data 
cancellation request to the host by said printing cancellation unit. 

However, Mogi Tsutomu discloses a self-resetting unit (i.e. reset switch 26, see 
abstract) which performs self-resetting processing including processing to scrap all 
received print data inside the printer (see abstract); when data are not received from the 
host for a predetermined length of time (see abstract, note that system of Tsutomu will 
reset the printer if the predetermined or expected data is not found by the searching 
mode within a particular length of time (inherent)). 

However, Shima discloses the print job data including job identification information 
(see paragraph 0046). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention to modify the printing system as disclosed by Sakamoto to include the 
printing system taught by Tsutomu, and printer for managing plurality of print job data 
taught by Shima for the benefit of preventing wasteful printing as taught by Tsutomu in 
abstract, and "independently manage the respective ones of a plurality of print job data 
(jobs) thrown in the printer" as taught by Shima at paragraph 0010. 

Re claim 13, Sakamoto further discloses the printer does not accept data for a next 
print job until printing processing for received print job data is complete (see column 4, 
lines 35-63). 

Re claim 17, claim 17 recites identical features, as claim 11, except claim 17 is a 
method claim. Thus, arguments made for claim 1 1 are applicable for claim 17. 

6. Claims 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over 
Sakamoto et al., US 7,158,243 in view of Shima, US. 2002/0001 104. 

Re claim 18, Sakamoto discloses a printer (see element 102, figure 1) which 
receives print data from a host and prints an image corresponding to said print data 
(see column 2, line 63 - column 3, line 15), comprising: a printing unit (see figure 1) 
which executes a print job after receiving, from the host (see column 2, line 59-column 
3, line 15), and print data and having a job end command attached to the end thereof 
(see column 3, line 16-column 5, line 40); a printing cancellation unit which, during 
printing corresponding to received print job, in response to a printing cancellation 
request operation on an operating panel of the printer, halts said printing and transmits 
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a data cancellation request with print job ID (note that it is apparent that cancellation 
instruction includes the print ID of the print job such that the computer be notified that 
printing of the particular print job has been cancelled by the instruction from the 
operation panel) to said host, so as to cause said host to determine if a current print 
data corresponds to the print job ID (note that it is apparent that every print job data 
has print ID associated with it), and to, when the current data corresponds to the job ID 
(control code is searched in the printing data which has a cancellation instruction 
issued), halt transmission of the print data for said print job, attach said job end 
command to the current print job data, and transmit said job end command to said 
printer (see figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, lines 15-45, column 4, lines 35-63, 
column 5, lines 1-46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64); and a discarding 
processing unit which discards received print data inside said printer up to said job end 
command (see figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, lines 15-45, column 4, lines 35-63, 
column 5, lines 1-46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64); Sakamoto further 
discloses the transmission of data cancellation request to the host by said printing 
cancellation means (see figures 2-3 & 13-14, and column 3, lines 15-45, column 4, lines 
35-63, column 5, lines 1-46, column 9, lines 17-63, column 10, lines 1-64). 

Sakamoto fails to explicitly further disclose print job data including job identification 
information. 

However, Shima discloses the print job data including job identification information 
(see paragraph 0046). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention to modify the printing system as disclosed by Sakamoto to include the 
printer for managing plurality of print job data taught by Shima for the benefit of 
"independently manage the respective ones of a plurality of print job data (jobs) thrown 
in the printer" as taught by Shima at paragraph 0010. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

JP 09-106619, see abstract. 

Mogi, Tsutomu, JP 2000-289297 teaches deleting (scrap) all the received print 
data stored in the receiving buffer 22B. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pawandeep S. Dhingra whose telephone number is 
571-270-1231. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on 571-272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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